'ANNUAL
MESSAGE

OF THE

American Freethought Association.

Courage! Freethinkers, Courage!

The New Year is Ushered in Bright
With Promise of Great Progress
in the Cause of Freethought.

I wish to introduce the idea of is-
suing an Annual Freethought Pro-
clamation, after the manner of the
President's Annual Message. 1 see
great uscfulness in this, if it be wide-
ly disseminated among all classes, It
is now too late to prepare such a
message and have it printed and cir-
culated this year; so 1 will contend
myself with addressing the public, as
usual through the Blade, and will not
depart from my usual style of expres-
sion.

As 1 am of

e retiring president

the A .F. A, it is appropriate that I
review the progress that has been
made during the year, along with

present prospects, and the conditions
which confront us. Next year this
duty will devote on President Henry
in the meantime, the executive com-
mittee will act upon this proposition
and the doeument put out will be of
an official character, approved and
signed by the president, secretary and
executive committee.

This should be printed on a four
page slip and scattered among legis-

lators, clergy, business men, educa-
tors, ete. It will be a new idea. Near-

ly every one will read it, especially
those, who pick up our papers and
seeing what they are, throw them
down. We do not reach the class we
desire to reach, on account of their
refusal to accept and read our jour-
nals. 1 believe we can reach them
this way, and the expenses will not
be so great. Most of our readrs will
agree to distribute from 25 to 100 and
some I know will distribute several
hundred. We want to put them in
the hands of every member of the
State legislatures and of Congress.
The Association ought to be able to
put out from 25 to 50 thousand. With
this in view, let every member send
in his dues for 1905, and we hope new
members will join us.

You will all be proud to see this
official Annual Message of American
Freethinkers, signed first too, by a
woman, capable of giving instruction
to any official or legislature of our
whole government—thus capable, be-
cause she is more fearless, more con-
scientious ,more broad-minded and is
keener in the sense of justice and hu-
manitarianism, the qualifications of a
great statesman, and which qualifica-
tions, few of our representatives to-

day possess,
‘This Is all a suddep idea to me. 1
" Mave no Time to Dr
thoughtful message. I am greatly

hurried so I will just glance at some
of the conditions of progress and re-
view the changes that are taking
place in a plain old fashioned way.
First, I congratulate the Freethink-
ers of the world and Humanity at
large, upon the success of
The Great International Freethought
Congress
which met in Rome in September of
the last year. This was the crowning
official event of 1904, Its influence
was world-wide, and the world took
note of it. The influence of the Vati-
can is not what it was before that
Congress took place. It has shown to
the world that the Pope cannot com-
mand the allegiance of those whom
he has reared under the shadow of
his wing—that a mighty element of
opposition exists right in his midst,
which is all the more fatal to his
sway, because its headquarters is to
he found in a great temple of learn-
ing: that he has lost cast among the
learned and influential of his own
people, which fact has weakened his
power all over the world.
that a few Freethinkers have greatly

helped all humanity, and have ad-
vanced the cause of Democracy
throughout the world. One great
Freethinker can be more powerful

than a whole nation as evidenced by
Voltaire and others. Our power and

influence is not to be measured by
numbers, Little by little we are gain-
ing in press notice. Ours is a life-

blood that is coursing through every
vein of thought. We can best judge
of our influence by the desperation of
the clergy and their present haste to
conformr to progressive ideas.
Freethought in Disguise,

Don’t forget: Freethought can be
found in disguise everywhere. You
will find it in lodges, fraternal insur-
ance societies, clubs, and in all orders
which find life outside the churches
most attractive. Millions of individ-
nals are Freethinkers in disguise.
Colleges are only Freethought institu-
tions more or less well masked.

They throw off their disguises slow-
ly, it is true, but perhaps it is well
that it is so.

As long as ignorance is organized,
and men must have a discreet regard
for position and trade, we cannot ex-
pect them to come out like ourselves.

The power of church and politics is
in organization, and we cannot ex-
pect to change organization rapidly.
But we should be content to know
that all organization is tinctured
with Freethought, even churches
themselves and with such internal
forces at work, we, the external influ-
ences, have every reason to be en-
couraged.

I want to point out some of these
evidences of encouragement. First
superstition  flourishes only as it
commands money. The power of the
priest, is to be reckoned by the money
he has to spend.

Churches and Donations.

Let us glance at the charity statis-

ties of the past year. It used to be

that the churches got nearly all the ligion should
money. Rich men left their money in spontaneously.

t
dispense with it as they pleased.

It is thus|g

Now, rich men give where they
think best, and distribute their money
to suit themselves. This year, Peter
Pater bravely picked a paltry peck of
pilfered pennies. |
Sixty-two Millions.

Were donated for various public)
and charitable purposes during 1904,
The most of this vast sum was given
by men who had robbed the people:
and the only consoling thing about)
it is that they gave most of it back to
those to whom it belonged. Observe
the statisties:

Hospitals and miscellanous$18.648,000
Educational .... .... . 18,188,783
Libraries 1,483,000
Gallaries Art, ete .. . 8,890,000
Out of the U. 8. (.vcivenss 9,940,783
Churches, ete. 4,800,000

TRl ocvas visaltinn . ... .61,950,565
Obhserve how much went to
churches and how much went to hu-
manitarian purposes in general.

This is evidence of the waning
power of the clergy and of the ad-
vancing power of education, art, ete.
It shows that the fear of hell don’t
go any more with rich rascals, that
they see more good in education than
in the churches.

The one to give most of this vast
sum was the Agnostic Carnegie, and
he did not give to churches. ‘

To nine libraries, five colleges, two |
clubs, a convalescent
hero fund, he gave $14.997500; also
$5.000,000 for excavations in Rome,
$207,500 for libraries in Perth, Canada
and in London, $3.750,000 for a na-
tional convalescent home, London,
and $50,000 for Gottenburg Universi-
ty.

Thus you will see that out of the
$0,940,783 given out of the United
States, Carnegie alone, contributed,
$0,007,500. It is a regrettable thing
that his eyes are not open to the good
he might do by helping the Free
thought press, and organization, but
we congratulate ourselves that his
money, as well as most of all the rest,
is going for secular purposes and not
to superstition.

This drift from the clergy is a sign
of the times which should give us
courage; so cheer up, all of you dis-

[
he hands of the clergy for them to net, an inspiration, a whirlpool to ev-
jery doubter in the eurrent of its in-

fluence, sucking them right in.

It should not have to beg, coax and
resort to every catch-penny trick and
advertisement to wheedle people into
its folds. It should not have to get
down on the level of the lottery and
the slot-machine.

When it is actually compelied to
poach on the preserves of the devil,
it may be justly regarded as being in
a devil of a bad fix. That the church
is hard up and compelled to enter the
field of cheap advertisement is evi-
dent or it wouldn't do it.

It is evident by the statistics quot-
ed, that the rich are not shelling ont
big donations, which, heretofore, have
been its mainstay.

Without money, and without style,
without influence and without power.
The Country Church.

In religion, as in government, “a
bold peasantry, the country's pride”
has ever been the back-bone of the
church.
Today the railroad and telegraph
and daily paper have penetrated cven
remote parts. Even the whoop-la’s
and roof-raisers thinyg, more of their
Sunday paper than the sermon.
Pious n'd hayseeds who used to sol-
emnly kneel and “bless the Lord!”
and “000-0-0-0"! and “Amen” it, in
the amen corner every Sunday morn-
ing, now get up, do their chores,
brush the timothy out of their hair,

| seize the paper, go out on the porch,
home, and Al ot themselves, stick their feet up

on the railing, and through the morn-
ing-glory vines and read of Foxy
Grand-pa, Happy Hooligan, Gloomy
Gus, Dooley, and other goings on of
this thorougly interesting old world.
The reason the church has always
been able to hold the country people
in the hollow of its hands is plain.
They had no other intellectual recrea-
tion. They were isolated, lonely. To-
day through the railroad, telegraph
and press the whole world is their
neighbor. They have something else
to occupy their minds. They read of
Liberal advanced thought. They are
learning to do their own thinking.
The result is that indifference like
a blight has fallen upon the country
church. Their number has fallen off
one third within the last twenty-five
years. Many standing are dilapidat-

couraged and disconsolate,and why
will ye languish? When the balance
of the money influence is given to
education, we are helped indirectly
and things are fast coming our way.

The Catholic University at Washing-
ton.

I give this institution special men-
tion. It has been having a tough
time. Even Catholics are not attract-
ed to it, as most prefer Harvard, Yale
and other secular institutions. Tt ed-
ucates hardly any one but priests, It
is a school for owls.

It was expected that the priests
would be able to throw on a lot of
style here, but money has not been
pouring into it. It has had to beg and
Catholics all over the nation have
been contributing to it, their pride al-
ways being appealed to. But this
last year, one, Thomas Waggaman
gave it $876,000 and altogether, it was
given $926,000. But other great secu-

wral

000.
The Rooters for Rome will have to
ante up a little more lively if they
expect to get the United States.
A Back Set to Catholocism.

Gwendolyn Caldwell was a Ken-
tucky girl, whose father died when
she was 16. He had been converted
by Bishop Spalding of Illinois. After
his death, Spaunlding got around the
sentimental ,thoughtless Gwendolyn
and squeezed $300,000 out of her to
found this great Catholic university
at Washington. Gwendolyn's name
was to go down in Roman history and
eventually she would be Saint Gwen-
doyln. Pretty name isn't it?

well Gwendolyn who had $3,000,000
left married a French Catholic’ who
has since turned Infidel. Now Gwen-
dolyn has flopped and lately she has
come out, publicly, stating that since
she has lived in Europe, and seen
Catholocism as it really is, she has
no use for it, and is sorry that she
gave the money to found the univer-
sity, that her youth was imposed up-
on. and she was wheedled out of it.
And this was printed all over the U.
s

What a blow that has been to the
Holy Papa, and his Clergy. Washing-
ton University is headquarters of Jes-
jutism in the U. S. But they will have
to get hold of more Gwendolyns if
they expect to succeed.

General Condition of the Church.

We have much to encourage us in
the exhibition of the many desperate
efforts the church is putting forth to
maintain a bare existence.

In the first place, young men are

not rushing into the ministry. It is
among the least attractive pursuits of
the modern young man, who feels his
freedom. But a few years ago the
great majority of young men, in look-
ing about to make choice of their fu-
ture professional careers ,seriously
considered entering the ministry. It
was a profession to which nearly ev-
ery Christian bred young man aspir-
ed.
To-day, God is not howling hlmsel!“
hoarse giving them “calls.” Great
seminaries, like Lane of (.‘Inchmali."
have only 30 theological students, and |
many of these never take up the min- |
istiry and many drop out after they
have made the start. All along the '
line, there is general complaint that
they cannot induce young men to go
in the ministry, especially the city
bred young man. !
But worst of all, there is gonerﬂl,
complaint of the intellectual lnferlurl-[
ity of those who do take it up. The
ery is “The church is suffering from
lack of brains. It is bound to suffer
intellectual contempt when the pul-
pit is incapable of instructing the |
pews. |
People, generally, are weary of|
bawl and drawl, and are no longer|
interested in hell and hee-haw.

Begging a Sign of Weakness.
We have much to encourage us in |
the hard struggle of superstition for |
mere existence.
A God-ordained
attract

|

and approved re-

are @ QTN mres alzaiher $17 500y e elst to-BOr

ed and their congregations small com-
lpm'ed to old revival days.

Country people are getting thelr
‘e_\'es open. Most of them visit the
city. City people are moving to the

country. They too are learning that
acquaintance with nature is as great-
ly conducive to the development of
brains as brick walls and stone
streets.

The country people are learning
that they are behind in some things
and the city people are learning that
they don’'t know it all. In the course
of time, this country will be a garden
like England and the land owners
will be the aristocrats. Every farmer
should teach his children to hold on
to the old farm or the Soclulist Gob-
elin will git it ef they don’t watch
out. 5

But T am talking of the chiirches.
They are going down, down, down,

because country people bave some
- ore- else
to hear besides the er and

something else to read beside the Bi-
ble. They are not as skeery as they
used to be, and even the demizen of
hoop-pole township is no longer
frightened at the panicy parson’s pict-
ures of hell.

Indifference Within the Church.

Most clergymen are zealous just as
they are paid for being so. There is
a vast army of the clergy would like
to have a different job. They are
weary of delivering the same old ser-
mons they have been preaching for
20 or 40 years and telling God all
about himself and praying the same
old unanswered prayer.

It is not in the nature of things that
a man can keep up mumble-jumble
for twenty years without = realizing
that in all this time, he has only been
talking to himself. Since they are all
looking for the best salary and place
the great majority who do not attain
either, must grow indifferent and lose
zeal. We see this everywhere. But
very few leave their studiés and go
ont among the poor. Very: naturally
the poor in the churches also grow
indifferent. You see them going off
on Sunday excursions, taking street
car rides, filling the theaters, and
seeking the various resorts jof amuse-
ment. More and more the ghurch ap-
pears to them as a social!club, the
rich leading and they feeljthat the
church is no place for then. They
do not become Freethinker® because
they have not set their thinkers to
work. They are simply ihdifferent-
ists. With age, a few of
back into the fold and many retain a
lingering regard for the old{faith and
at last die and are buried inlit, though

In this increasing indiff
perceive the greatest weakn
Christian superstition. 1

It can’t get up revivals j;y more,
because it can't make sudkers any

e

e —

Steam and electricity have made the
world neighbors.
Heathen nations have sent commit-

tion and invariably reported it inef-
ficient, immoral and bad, and with the
result that they themselves are send-
ing missionaries here to civilize the
Christian to make him quit hating
each other, quit stealing from each
other and quit fighting and Kkilling
each other. It is really laughable.
The further results are that Budd-
hism .and Confucianism have taken
root in this country, that the study
of comparative religions has grown
to a wonderful extent, and the dis-
covery is being made that Christiani-
ty is but a plagiarism of the older re-
ligions, and in the main, mythical and
absurd.

We have nothing much more en-
couraging than the opening up of the
heathen nations to trade and com-
merce. Their religions are bound to
suffer comparison, and be submitted

world, and the Christian superstition

will surely suffer by the comparison

and by the revelation of its origin.
The Eastern War.

At present, the war between Japan
and Russia promises to be one of the
greatest active world wide move-
meats in advancing Freethought. The
heathen Jap has proven to millions
of sluggish minds that his God is a
more powerful God than the Christian
God, and this will set vast numbers
to thinking on the God subject as
they never thought before. The Rus-
sian, who has never before questioned
the supremacy of his Joss will begin
to wonder “what's the matter with
His Omnipotencesky?”

And if the Russian loses, His Omni-
potencesky is bound to lose out with
millions. He has already lost out
with millions on account of the
cruelty he has permitted to be prac-
ticed in his name. The Russian peo-
ple are rising in their might. They
hoot at the Holy Synod. They are
demanding free speech, free press, re-
ligious tolerance and a Constitution
and they are going to get them all,

I said ‘the Russian people” are mak-
ing these demands. I will amend the
statement. I should have said the
Freethinker, the Socialist and the Ni-

hilist. These are the leaders in the
revolt demanding freedom, justice
and peace.

The Holy Church is for war, bloody,
brutal war, and the world is noting
its heartless attitude.

This holy war is bound to give a
great impetus to Freethought. The
world will observe that Freethought
as against the church, stands for
peace, pity, love, justice and humani-
ty, and the stigma and obloquy which
the church for so many centuries has
been able to heap upon it, will be
greatly removed.

The Encouragement of Socialism.

In Socialism we find most encour-
agement of all other revolutionary
action of to-day, more than in the Jap-
Russ war, for the reason that Social-
jsm is an organized world-wide move-
ment ,and that it is making Free-
thinkers faster than any other move-
ment. Most of them, of course are
ouly Freethinkers in degree, but that
is the way we all start.

The

the world.

to human liberty and happiness, and
shall I, shall I, a Liberal, refuse to
take the hand of such a man, and call
him Brother?

Shall I, a Freethinker, opposed to
organized superstition, refuse to write

the Socialist Freethinker, opposed
both to organized aristocracy and or
ganized superstition?

No! Forbid that any man calling
himself Freethinker should be so un-
reasonable and narrow.

The Freethinking Socialist of Rus-
sia, under the ban of Holy Synod is
taking his life in his hands for liberty.
He is the bravest of the brave. He
will yet down the Holy Synod.

The French, Italian, Belgian, Ger-
man and Spanish Socialfst Freethink-
er will yet crush the political power
of the papacy. Socialism is not only
making and Increasing Freethought,
but it is giving it a life and vitality
that nothing else is doing.

We, as Freethnkers, are passive.
Socialism is Freethought in action. It
is swelling our ranks rapidly. Its
Freethought literature is as radical as
our own. Never mind about his eco-
nomic ideas. They will be adjusted
all right in time. It is through that
very economic investigation tbct gs
Christian is led into freethou
paths. This ought to be plain to any
one. There is no danger of
anything unfair, unjust or
he gets to be a Freethinker. The in-
justice of monopoly will be prevent-
ed, and all the rest of the fright is
mere bug-a-boo. We shonld not im-
agine that religion is the only tyran-
ny to be freed of. There are others.

France Setting the Pace. '

The activity of all forms of Free-
thought in France, the Freethinker,
F m ,and Socialist all working

| longer of the indifferent cc peo-
ple. The Catholic church has export-
ed 30,000,000 adherents to this coun-
try, and to-day, by ite ow Lol

it has only 12,000,000 men, women,
boys, girls and babies. If the Catholic
church cannot stem the tide of indif-
ference, what hopes may Protestant-
ism have of further progress? With
a population of $81,000,000 we have
but 26,000,000 enrolled members of
the church.

We read daily of church assem-
blies discussing the best means (o
reach the people. They try this and
that little trick to catch y and
old, and failing, try pro ive eu-
chre and dancing or some er work
of the devil they used to‘damn us
for. There is nothing more encourag-
ing to Freethought than thig despara-

tion of the clergy, w,ho » compell-
ed to make some show earning
their salary and grow dis at

not being able to keep those already
in from getting out. :
Heathen Oppositi
The same influence which steam,
telegraph and the press has had upon
our rural population has likewise af-

people to it fected the missionary work of the
It should be a mag- ' church and almost put an end to it.

rr
in harmony is most encour: g
gratifying. The Freethinker and
IFreemason would be absolutely power
less without the aid of the Freethink-
ing Socialist. One of »» greatest
etatesmen, diplomats and humanitar-
jans of the age, Premier Combes has
shown his keen sense in combining
all the reform elements and holding
them together in one solid X
against the common enemy. rec-
ognizes that each element has that
within itself antagonistic to the oth-
er: but upon the one essential, free-
dom, all agree; and upon such basis,
all other differences are bound to ad-
just themselves rightly. This is wis-
dom. This is statesmanship.
Because he is a Freethinker as
against religion, he don’t “wrap him-
self up in the solitude of his own
originality,” and say he will have
nothing to do with the other reform
parties, who are working along the
same lines, though entertaining dif-
ferent ideas upon other questions.
He observes monopoly and aristro-
eracy allied with the church, that one
is as much an enemy to Democracy
and Freethought as the other, that
the church cannot be downed without
downing the other, that the house will

v -

tees to investigate Christian ciziliza-

to the approbation of the intelligent,

“Socialist-Freethinker of “Rus:
sia should command the applause of
He is doing something
toward making men free, and adding

about and record the great deeds of

ralh ek

not fall until the prop which sustains
the house is knocked from under.
Were two burglars to attempt to
gain entrance into your house would
you resist one and pay no heed to
his pal?

Of course you wouldn't if you had
your senses. '

Premier Combes is statesman
enough to see and know that since
church and monopoly combine, that
all elements at war with either are

essential to down the combine. He
sees that Soclalism is as much a
phase of Freethought as Agnosticism
and that as long as monopoly and

church combine, Socialism and Agnos-
ticism necessarily must stand togeth-
er, that they are inseparable and can-
not be disassociated without weaken-
ing all organized legislation?

Combes has given the reformers of
the world a lesson that all should
heed. A child ought to be able to
comprehend it at a glance.

He is doing that which must be
done in this country at some near
day. We must have a leader broad
enough to recognize that no one re-
form party can affect any legislation.
He must be broad enough and keen
enough to recognize, harmonize and
so utilize all the scattered forces of

Freethought, no matter what other
issues they may entertain. Since So-
cialism fs the greatest organized

phase of Freethought it is organically
the most vital to-day, and the great-
est encouragement and cause of re-
joicing we have. Look at its labors
for Freethought in France and other
old world countries and rejoice ye
greatly. i

Let us not be dogmatists. An or-
thodox Freethinker, a Freethought
dogmatist is sure to fall in a rut
which runs parallel with that of the
orthodox Christian. Freedom has no
boundaries, no limitations, no con-
fines, no favorites, no classes. All
alike seek it more or less blindly;
but the mind which is indeed, free,
will recognize and welcome it, wher-
ever it may thrive, no matter in what
environment, or under what condi-

tion.

Progressive Woman
Another great cause for Free-
thought rejoicing is the progression

woman is making both politically and
religiously. Her emanciapation from
superstition is assuming large propor-
tions. We find her now prominent in
the professions, in mercantile life, in
the pulpit,.in the lecture field, in the
press and magazine. She is begin-
ning to feel and assert her intellec-
tual liberties. The consequence is
that superstition is suffering a dread-
ful falling off. Waman eventually
will take her rightful place in all
church councils, and as soon as she
does, the pulpit will grow less and
less attractive to men. The priest
and parson will not want to divide
honors with women. -

The economic as well as the reli-
glous issue is also attracting women.
We observe the majority of the brainy
women iconoclasts in this country,
such women as Caroline Perkins Stet-
son, devoting almost their entire at-
tention to these Issues.

wick; noted “fyp” -

beauty, mistress of the greatest cas-
tle in England, in a public address at
Stratford, proclaimed herself a Social
Democrat. She sair in part:

“The country is passing through
strange times. Chaos reigns in Es-
sex and Wells, and in the remainder
of England. It is terrible that large
pumbers of men and women should
starve because they cannot find work.
I am not afraid because those who
point out the present social evils are
called rebels, It is time that some-
thing be done to remedy the evils.
Workingmen must understand  the
necessity of organization and of
backing their leaders. I agree with
the Chairman’s resolution that un-
der capitalism that lack of employ-
ment is a permanent condition with
large masses of the working classes.
This can only be remedied by the col-
lective ownership of all means of pro-
duection, distribution and exchange
and the institution of a co-operative
commonwealth.”

Coming from such a personage, this
{s wonderful. Now and then riches
and aristocricy and blue-blood cannot
gpoil or corrupt a soul endowed by
nature with benovelence, pity and
love of humanity. The knowledge of
a million people unemployed in Eng-
land today, not only touches this wo-
man's heart, but brings her to the re-
alization, that the economic issue is

e which demands the attention o

humane and thoughtful person

This woman has stepped far in ad-
vance of Balfour, Chamberlain, and

men.
This 18 not a day of statesmen, how-

ever—it is the day of machinery and

monopoly.
It shoud be a source of great re-
joieing to us, to observe the emancia-

pation of woman, all along the line,
She is organizing into many societies
which attract her way from and out-
side the influence of the priest and

and | parson, and thus superstition is being

gradually weakened.

The Leaven Inside of the Chuch

Within the last year, a great many
prominent clergymen, have either left
the church, or changed position on
matters of belief. Attention has been
called to these by the press, and the
effect has been generally depressing
to the church, and wonderfully
strengthening to the opposition. The
clergy now fear to prosecute for
heresy, because the trials educate the
masses on dogma. Hell has been gen-
erally eliminated, and within the
Presbyterian church, redical changes
have taken place. Infants are no
longer damned. Predestination I8
not talked about. Recently Dr. Sam-
uel T. Carter, one of the clergymen,
who started the movement leading
to the revision of the creed, publicly
declare that “scholastic theology is
wrong from its base upward.” He de-
nounced “The Fall of man,” and sald
further—the Presbyterian God is a
wrong God. There is no such God.
The hard, cold severe God of the
Westminster confession is mnot my
God.” And they talked of, but did
not dare to try him fore heresy.
Last week, also, Dr. Lyman Abbott,

Last week the Countess of Wud-
heu...talents  and_

of all other of England’s great states-
R

B

addressing the students at Harvard
college, denied the God of the Bible
—denied even a personal God. He
said “There is a First Great Cause,”
and that is all we know. Tomorrow
the newspapers will all be declaring
me heretic and Infidel, but what of
that.”

And such news, sent all over the
country, is another source of our re-
joicing, as its influence upon the slug-
gish masses is having an incaleul-
able influence.

One of the most notable changes of
position is that of archbishop Me-
Glennon, of St. Louis. At the great
Catholic Congress at St. Louis, he
said—in speaking of the condition of
the church in France,—“We have at
last come to realize that we have fail-
ed in politiecs. The Holy See can
never again expect to regain temporal
power. We have been playing poli-
ties for centuries, but must now come
to the parting of the ways. We must
look to Ethics, morals, ete., to main-
tain our hold and influence.” "
What an awful confession of weak-
ness and hypoerisy was that? We
know that he would never have made
such admission, unless such a word
had been passed dewn the line.

[ could give hundreds of such in-
stances of learning but have not the
time and space. Suffice it to say that
these ever increasing expressions of
scepticism and weakness, giveth us
exceeding great joy.

The Labor Question.

The labor movement is favorable
generally to Freethought, simply be-
canse men through organization learn
to think and act for themselves and
thus they are gradually led to intel-
lectual independence.

But it is unfortunate that the su-
preme officials are swayed by tne
Catholic church, The result is that
many protestants will not join, and
there, is no unanimity among labor
unions, which will not stand togeth-
er. Invariably their leaders are
bought off. Many of their most ac-
tive members are capital's agents in
disguise.

However, as long as organization is

influence of the church, there is hope
that labor unions will yet be effective
for public good.

The laborer learns and acts slowly.
He knows that he is getting the worst
of it all the time, that by working
from seven in the morning till six
at night, getting barely enough to
maintain existence, and nothing for
age, while his employer is living in a
palace, and don’t know how to spend
his money, is giving him, decidedly
the worst of it. He knows that he
has been trying the church, but that
it never helped him any, but has been
an expense, He knows that the church
itself, needs reforming, but that such
a task would be as hard as to reform
a house of prostitution.

and always got the worst of it. He
knows that the rich make the laws
for the benefit of the rich. He knows
all these things, but some how can’t
get himself together. He evolutes
most slowly of all and still hugs the
chains that bind him. But I believe
2.0 is as much subject to the law of

time is coming when labor will
mand.

This may and may not be a good
way off, and may not come without
revolution. Edwin Markham, in his
address here, said “The rule of Labor
is bound to come” He “didn’t care
whether it came in one year or fifty,”
still it was bound to come.

When Markham was counting ties
years ago, out in California, and had
nothing to do, and no money, no
doubt he wanted it to come a little
more quickly. Now that he is on
easy street, he is satisfied just to
know that it is coming.

The man out of a job with nothing
to take home for his family to eat
would like for it to come quickly,
and it will come just as he learns that
he who would be free, himself must
strike the blow. I introduce this sub-
ject of labor reform in this review,

A Good Rdute

 Friseo

ft traverses a territory rich in
undeveloped resources; a territory
containing unlimited possibilities for
agriculture, horticulture, stock rais-
i ‘ing; mining and manufacturing. And
last, but not least, it is

The Scenic Route
for Tourists.

The Frisco System now ofters the
traveling public excellent service and
fast time—

Between St. Louis and Kansas
City and Hoints in Missouri, Kansas,
Arkansas, Oklahoma, Indian Terri-
tory, Texas and the Southwest,

Between Kansas City and points
in Teanesses, Alabama, Mississippi,
Georgia, Florida and the Southeast.

Between Birmingham and Mem-
phis and points in Kansas, Arkansas,
Oklahoma, Indian Territory, Texas
and the West and Southwest,

Full information as to route and
rates cheerfully furnished upon appli-
cation to any representative of the
Company, or to
Passenger Traffic Department,

Cnrmmerclal Bullding,
Saint Lls.
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kept up and they steer clear of the -

He knows that he has tried politics
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